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     I think Lake and Peninsula School District School Board should stay with 
the three-week winter break every year. That way we can celebrate Christ-
mas, New Year’s, Russian Orthodox Christmas, Slavi and New Year with our 
friends and family. The Orthodox holidays end January 13th and school’s 
back in session before that if we take a two-week break. People are still cel-
ebrating Slavi and last year kids missed school to go participate in Slavi. 
     The students and staff can travel during the three-week break and not 
miss school because it takes two days to get to different villages and go to 
visit friends and family. Most of the time it would take a whole day to get 
from point A to point B and it would take another whole day to get back 
home, weather depending anyway. 
     The students have completed 84 days of school before winter break. We 
are tired and we need a break; our brains are tired and they need to rest. 
The teachers are tired, too. They need time off as well and need that one 
more week like the students. We all need to get some time off of work. 
Don’t tell me you never need some time off of work. Now that would be ly-
ing and you know it. 
      Well I hope you read all of my essay and come to the conclusion to have 
the three-week break next year. The reason I am asking you to have the 
three-week break next year is so we can enjoy all of our holiday break with-
out missing any school. It’s up to you: kids can miss school or you can stay 
with the three-week break and the kids will not miss school.  

Three Week Break By Blaise Decker 
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 Administrative Update By AlexAnna Salmon     

     Happy New Year! After celebrating New Years on both January 1st and 13th I was happy to have 
survived our lengthy holiday season. 
      We began the New Year reviewing customer accounts and billing, repairing frozen public build-
ings, completing quarterly reports for all of the grant programs, and the final paperwork for closing 
out the New Public Safety House. We are scheduled to open the new clinic on January 31, 2012, but 
this is contingent upon GCI moving their communications to the new building.  I attended a BBAHC 
sponsored meeting in Iliamna on 1/23/12 to discuss the quality of our health care under two Provid-
ers: South Central Foundation and the Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation. At the end of the 
month, the Nilavena council will be meeting in Anchorage to continue this discussion; Annie Wil-
son will be representing IVC at this meeting. I thanked BBAHC for deciding to locate a field coordi-
nator for the Lake Iliamna Villages in Igiugig—the Geffe Family moved in recently and we have 
been enjoying the new addition. 
      Igiugig Village Council is also working on an official village seal; please see the design directions 
to follow and submit comments to Igiugig@bristolbay.com or voice them aloud to the office la-
dies. The current logo depicts a salmon, a salmonberry, a ptarmigan, and a graphic representation 
of igyaraq: water down the throat (the lake draining into the river). This type of seal will represent 
the Igiugig tribe in all official business so please help to make it something we 
all agree depicts our Village.  
     I am also working on submitting our Capital Improvement Projects list to the Alaska State Legis-
lature for funding. I will be traveling to Juneau January 27th-February 5th to not only personally 
present our Village needs and concerns, but as part of a Rural Development course: Understanding 
the Legislative Process, which I plan to enroll in the Masters program. While I pursue a Masters De-
gree and settle further into the position as a grants administrator, I am working on enlisting addi-
tional help with administrative duties and managing operations. This will surely be an item of dis-
cussion for our next council meeting in February. Quyana! 

Environmental Report by Christina Salmon 

     With temperatures way below freezing most of the month, who wanted to be outside doing an-

ything?  I sure didn’t.  But, we still had trash to incinerate, freezing chickens to feed and water, and 

day-to-day business to take care of. These tasks just took a little longer to get started as we waited 

on vehicles to warm up, but then, we worked quickly to get out of the cold.  

     Sitting inside my nice warm office, Karl and I completed a demonstration grant application 

through ANTHC and Zender Environmental.  We requested a few highly fuel efficient mini-trucks to 

assist us in running a more efficient landfill and recycling program. We will know by the end of this 

month if we were awarded any funding.   

     Recycling of #1 plastics and aluminum continues as usual, just with colder hangar conditions. I 

would like to remind community members to please place their trash/recyclables in the proper re-

cycling containers. It makes work for students doing cans for community service a lot easier to 

manage. It also helps us keep the Hangar area neat and easier to maneuver around, especially in 

the winter when we have an abundance of vehicles thawing out in there.   
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     "Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; 
courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen," 
wrote Winston Churchill. This statement is true for 
our elders Dallia and Mike Andrew Sr., who speak 
their mind and yet take the time to listen and learn 
about what they don't understand. The Andrews 
have taken in consideration of what their parents 
and grandparents have told them and combined 
them with the knowledge about the Proposed Peb-
ble Mine. 
      While visiting with Dallia and Mike as they tell 
their story as best as they can so that I can under-
stand their point, I learned the importance of being 
able to listen to what their parents and grandparents 
have said is more important to them today compared 
to when they were young.  Engaging with the elders 
has allowed me to transcribe what they said and 
pass it on to my children and so they can pass it on 
to theirs, and so forth.  
     According to Dallia and Mike, they understand 
that if the proposed Pebble Mine starts operating, 
the State of Alaska will have a PFD that will be given 
to the people residing in the State. This was agreed 
upon when Pebble first started exploring. Numerous 
amounts of people are afraid of the proposed Pebble 
Mine and the effect the mine will have in our area. 
The Andrews understand the steps that have been 
taken to protect the environment in and around the 
proposed Pebble Mine. They have stressed the need 
to hire local Alaskans to work at the mine and en-
couraged the "young people" to start working now 
because they fear a new beginning of a much bigger 
problem than the Pebble Mine is starting to brew.  
      The Andrews believe that the proposed Pebble 
Mine is small in comparison to what to what they 
believe is considerably worse: the end of the world.  
The salmon and large game that we depend on to fill 
our freezers will become scarce. Even today it is get-
ting scary. They said it will not happen overnight, 
but will happen slowly and life will be difficult. Each 
day will be filled with great sadness and selfishness. 
Mike told me a story of how his Grandpa and 
Grandma have lived and survived in what is called a 
double winter. A double winter is when it is cold all 
year long with no summer, spring, or fall. His Grand-

pa told him that he would rather die before he had to 
struggle to survive another double winter because it 
is a tough way to live.  When they saw a jack rabbit 
hare foot print in the snow they scooped it up into a 
pot and melted it on the stove to eat. To make the 
meal more sustainable, they would find tiny stickle 
back fish (little fish with sharp needle like gills) and 
would poke themselves to make them bleed.  They 
added their blood in with the melted snow and pro-
ceeded to drink the concoction and it tasted like the 
jack rabbit. This is just a small example of how harsh 
it was for his Grandparents to survive a double win-
ter. The Andrews said that we have to pray that it 
won't happen again.  
     Dallia and Mike have stressed to the younger gen-
eration that another "double winter" is coming.  And 
we need to be prepared for a double winter, which is 
why they are giving us a warning as to what is com-
ing so that we can be ready for it.  When all the 
salmon and other animals that we depend on are 
scarce, we have to know where the sucker fish, link 
cod, and blackfish are. It is said that these three fish 
will be around even when the salmon are gone be-
cause they eat the nutrients in the murky swamps.  
     The experience that his Grandparents had to en-
dure in order to survive is something I hope doesn't 
happen again. I have been teaching my kids to be 
thankful for the food we do have and not to play or 
waste it. Disrespecting what we have now will only 
make it harder and harder to come by later, especial-
ly in a time of great need. This is why I have been 
raised to sit down while eating and told not to play 
around while eating.  It is important to continue the-
se practices/manners to ensure that we will have 
f o o d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . 
      Setting aside the story that Dallia and Mike told 
me, they both said the Elder Conference meeting in 
Anchorage was really good and they are very thank-
ful for everything that was provided and the care 
that they, and fellow elders, received. Mike and Dal-
lia Andrew are looking forward to the next meeting 
and reuniting with friends and family once again. 
Thank you Pebble Partnership for providing an awe-
some safe trip for our elders! Thanks! 

Proposed Pebble Mine: Our View with Dallia and Mike Andrew Sr. 
By Ida Nelson 
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Bits-n-Pieces      
Little Known Facts about Raising Chickens in Your Backyard 

Written by Carole 
2tweetsretweet 

1. Chickens have got to be 

the easiest, most forgiving, 

creatures to manage. 

2. Hens do not need a 

Rooster to lay an egg. 

3. A hen is called a pullet un-

til it is a year old; when they 

are a year old they become 

hens. 

4. Chickens keep clean through preening and dirt baths. 

5. Chickens are social birds. 

6. Hens (Pullets) start laying eggs at about six months. 

7. Chickens live approximately 8 to 10 years depending on 

their environment. 

8. Roosters don’t just crow at dawn, they crow all day long! 

9. Roosters cannot crow if they cannot extend their necks fully. 

10. A capon is a castrated rooster. 

11. Chickens that lay brown eggs have red ear lobes. 

12. There are more chickens in the world than people. 

13. Too many roosters in the same coop can be a problem. 

14. Young roosters are called Cockerel; older than a year they 

are Cocks. 

15. Chickens aren’t real happy when they molt; in fact, they get 

real crabby not to mention they don’t look very pretty! 

16. Straw is the best kind of litter for the coop; it is absorbent 

and sweet smelling. 

17. A chicken can lay more than 600 eggs in her first two years. 

18. Eggshells have a natural outer coating that keeps bacteria 

out. 

19. Encourage hens to lay in the nest box by placing a golf ball 

or a plastic egg in the nest. 

Chickens need between 14 to 16 hours of light each day to lay. 

Hope you enjoyed the list. Please share your little known facts if 

you have some and I will compile them and add an additional 

post. 

http://www.fowlvisions.com/?p=24 

How I Love to do the 

Chickens 
~Flashback from Jeremy Salmon 

when he was in 11th grade~ 

Oh, how I love to do the chickens 

As stinky as they may be. 

Their eggs I go a picken 

Which provides a check for me.  

As I pull up to the chicken coop,  

I hear the rooster squawk. 

I begin the job with a scoop,  

And the chickens seem to mock.  

In the summer months the stench,  

Grows stronger in the sun.  

Around my nose, my fingers clench 

Until I'm finally done.  

Next I go to wash the eggs, you see,  

For the villagers to eat. 

Be thankful that there is no fee 

And enjoy your delicious treat.  

Now the job is done 

And I retreat 

The chickens won,  

They simply can't be beat. 

http://www.fowlvisions.com/?p=24
http://topsy.com/trackback?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fowlvisions.com%2F%3Fp%3D24&utm_source=button
http://button.topsy.com/retweet?nick=TopsyRT&url=http%3A//www.fowlvisions.com/%3Fp%3D24&title=Little%20Known%20Facts%20about%20Raising%20Chickens%20in%20Your%20Backyard
http://www.fowlvisions.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/backyard-chickens.jpg
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 The Village Council is accepting applications (& donations) for the Dan Salmon 
Scholarship Fund. Stop by the Office to pick up an application or e-mail Tanya 
at tjsalmon@hotmail.com & she can send you a copy online.  

 Interested in having an article or picture(s) published? Please submit an arti-
cle or photos to Tanya. A variety of authors always make the newsletter a 
more interesting read! 

The Hangar  is now locked.  Please drop your trash off at the hangar during office hours: 

8:30 AM-5 PM.  The Village Council is now requiring “pay as you go gas” if you have a 

Council bill over 30 days old.  Remember to pre-pay at the office before you fill your 

tank!  The gas key is only available during office hours.   

Turn Out The 

Lights  
It's a simple task. When you 

leave any public building, 

please turn out the lights 

behind you. Even if you plan  

on returning later. The next 

time you look at your light 

bill and start to com-plain 

about the cost of it, re-

member that we can't keep 

electric bills down when you 

keep public lights on! We 

can only help you if you help 

yourself! 

Vehicle Parking Notice 
 If you are leaving on a flight, please park on the sides or 

back (North Side) of the hangar. 
 If you are at the airport working, doing business, garbage, 

etc., & need to stop in front of the hangar (South side) 

please park within 30’ of the building. 
 DO NOT leave your vehicle out on the tarmac where 

airplanes need to taxi, park, or unload & DO NOT park 

right in front of the hangar doors, or office door. Thanks! 

Eggs for Sale 
Our fresh chicken eggs are for sale!  $4 per doz-
en, free for local elders.  The eggs are in the 
hangar refrigerator.  Please pay in the office & 
don’t forget to return your cartons! 
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December’s library gathering was grand 

and the goodies were tasty! Thank you all 

for showing up and participating. Battle of 

the books battles will begin the 27th   of Jan-

uary, so please come and cheer for our 

school and give our students courage. For 

the Enhancement grant I will be recording 

the elders’ stories as well as retouching the 

old photographs.  This is a very slow and te-

dious process, but I will get them done. I am 

working on our IMLS grant for next year. We 

bought the rest of the Book Fair books if you 

are interested. Here are some of the titles 

and summaries: 

Junior fiction 
Junie B., First Grader- One-Man Band 
By Barbara Park 
“It’s time for the first-grade kickball 
tournament! Only, here’s the problem, 
Junie B has hurt her big piggy toe, and 
she can’t play on the team. 

Easy book 
The Loose Zoo By Brent John-
son  “There was a zoo made just for 
you with no unusual cast…” 

Nonfiction 
Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul by Jack 
Canfield 
“101 stories of life, love and learning.” 

Adult fiction 
The Land of Painted Caves– By Jean 
M. Auel   
“In this, the extraordinary conclusion 
of the ice-age epic series Earth’s Chil-
dren. Ayla, Jondalar, and their infant 
daughter Jonayla, are living with the 
Zelandonii in the Ninth Cave. Ayla has 

been chosen as an acolyte to a spiritual leader and 
begins arduous training tasks.” 

Alaska nonfiction 
Four Against the Wilderness By 
Elmo Wortman 
“The true story of a father, and his 
three teenage children shipwrecked 
off the coast of Alaska in winter.” 
Interesting website: 

www.pfd.state.ak.us/ 
Reminding you that the permanent fund application 
period end 11:59 p.m. Saturday, March 31st! You 
could apply online, which way easier that filling out 
the paper. And there are programs that you could do-
nate to by the PICK.CLICK. GIVE.              

Library/Computer News by Betsy Hostetter 

“Any views, findings, conclu-

sions or recommen-dations 

expressed in this publication do 

not necessarily represent those 

of the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services.”  

     After a short notice and frantically getting ready for Dr. Norris’ visit, everything went smoothly during his stay at our clinic! Ex-

cept, of course, when he got weathered in for a couple days. But he didn’t seem to mind too much, thanks to the awesome hospitality 

and friendliness of the community! His next visit isn’t scheduled yet, but it will most likely be during the summer or fall. 

     I would like to welcome Herman Geffe to the clinic staff! I am very grateful he is here to work with, as he has a plethora of 

knowledge and is a great guy to work with! Also, I am happy to have his wife Tina, and their children Katelyn, Bobby, and Marvin as 

neighbors! 

     Rumor has it that the new clinic is supposed to be up and running January 31st.  Herman and I are anxious to get settled into the new 

building because for one it’s new, and also because we can see more than one patient at a time and still have plenty of room! 

     I completed Session III in Nome in December, and will hopefully go to Session IV in July in Sitka. I learned a great deal in my very 

busy three weeks in Nome, and also managed to have a lot of fun with my fellow classmates. If all works out, I’ll be done with my 

session trainings by this fall! 

Clinic Report by Stacie Garrison 

http://www.pfd.state.ak.us/
http://i.walmartimages.com/i/p/09/78/03/75/92/0978037592522_300X300.jpg
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Leif telling Santa what he wants for Christmas. McKenzie’s not scared of good ol’ Kris Kringle 

All Kiara wants for Christmas is a Nintendo 3DS.  That’s it. Keilan gets a sudden bout of shyness when sitting on Santa’s lap. 

All Danni wants for Christmas is a doll that looks like Erika! Is Shea telling Santa she is 4 or does she want 4 gifts? You decide. 
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Cole waiting for Santa. 

Dolly Ann & Aiden with the local “bus 
driver,” Terek. 

Keilan, Kaylee, Kiara, Aiden, Benise, & Coach Stacy prac-
ticing Battle of the Books. 

Karl & Decker braving the ice to get water. 

Shealayla trying out Dolly Ann’s new hat! Randy, David, & Jonathan with their 

2 sleds full of caribou meat! 

Coach Ida preparing Caleb, Jolynn, & Katelyn for their 
upcoming Battle Book competition. 
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Avery pouting while everybody 
sings “Happy Birthday” to her. 

Erika all dolled up for Santa! 

Remember the wolves in the previous 

newsletter? Here is Kaylee  sporting one. 
Benise looking beautiful in her pur-

ple dress. 

Danni, Caleb, Keilan, Aiden, & Shea ice skating. 

Sheryl kickin’ back & relaxing. Keilan studying one of his Battle books. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ksEwuazGwNk/TuJQNj6aE0I/AAAAAAAABLs/XdCNNfZ1WL4/s1600/IMG_6318.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ksEwuazGwNk/TuJQNj6aE0I/AAAAAAAABLs/XdCNNfZ1WL4/s1600/IMG_6318.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ksEwuazGwNk/TuJQNj6aE0I/AAAAAAAABLs/XdCNNfZ1WL4/s1600/IMG_6318.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ksEwuazGwNk/TuJQNj6aE0I/AAAAAAAABLs/XdCNNfZ1WL4/s1600/IMG_6318.JPG


PO Box 4008 

Igiugig, AK 99613 

 

 

Igiugig Tribal Village Council Newsletter 

Front Page Photo Credit: Paul Wayner 

Igiugig at 25,000 feet! 

Back Page Photo Credit: Tanya Salmon 

Moon rising over Big Mountain. 

First Class Mail 

Igiugig Village Council 

AlexAnna Salmon, President 

Randy Alvarez, Vice President 

Dallia Andrew, Member 

Christina Salmon, Member 

Mary Olympic, Member 

AlexAnna Salmon, Interim Village Administrator 

Sandy Alvarez, Director of Accounting & Finance 

Christina Salmon, Environmental Director 

Tanya Salmon, Social Services Director 

Betsy Hostetter, Library Director 

Dan Decker Sr., VPSO & Fire Chief 

Tanya Salmon, Newsletter Editor 

Visit us on the web! 

www.igiugig.com 


