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Erika donned the title of being Igiugig’s youngest resident for 7 months.  

Now, before she can even walk, she must step down.  Martha Crow & 

Jocko Neimi welcomed a baby girl on April 4th at 3:13 PM.  Katlian 

Kvichak Gregory weighed in at 6 pounds 1.5 ounces & was 19 inches 

long.  Her first name comes from the Katlian Mountain near Sitka, Alaska 

& her middle is after our very own Kvichak River.  Gregory is the maiden 

last name of Mary Olympic.  Mary, now a grandmother of 8 & an amau of 

5, is very excited for Katlian’s last name: Mary was the only Kukaklek 

Gregory & now her youngest granddaughter is a Kvichak Gregory. Leif is 

excited to be a big brother & wanted to name his baby sister Cricket. 

Congratulations Martha & Jocko!  

Igiugig Welcome’s a New Addition by Tanya Salmon 
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Administrative Update by AlexAnna Salmon 

     March Showers…April Flowers…Sustainable Community 
     Spring “showers” came early this year in Igiugig—our public water distribution system sprung a few 
leaks due to our freezing cold winter. Our Water Response Group quickly detected and repaired the 
leaks, but when the ground thaws there will be substantial repairs made in an effort to prevent it from 
happening again.  
     In anticipation for spring, Kannon and Stacy—the Greenhouse Managers—have already ordered 
more seeds, are planning improvements such as overhead water sprinklers, and have spear-headed a 
community service project with Igiugig elementary students to prep the grow-boxes in the green-
house. Igiugig is making a two-year commitment to a Sustainable Agriculture Program. The Alaska 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership (AMEP), as the grantee, and its sister organization The Alaska 
Manufacturing Business, Industry and Technology Program (AMBIT), as the implementation partner, 
have received funding through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s  Rural Business Enterprise Grant 
(RBEG), for the purpose of creating an educational program designed to help rural Alaskan residents 
enter into commercial agricultural endeavors. This is surely a first step in local food security! 
     In mid-April, we expect a presentation from the Alaska Energy Authority and ABS Alaskan’s EnCur-
rent RISEC device, which is scheduled for a demonstration deployment in July. It is estimated to gener-
ate 13kwh of electricity and will intertie with our existing power generation system. I have an optimis-
tic and opportunistic eye on our alternative/renewable energy projects especially with the rising cost 
of fuel. This summer, fuel prices are forecasted to increase by at least $1.50 per gallon for all products. 
We could end up paying $9.93 per gallon for heating fuel. I look forward to the Iliamna Lake Contrac-
tors installing the wood boiler on our hangar this summer because we have burned an inordinate 
amount of heating fuel this winter.  
     As we continue our progress towards building a sustainable Rural Alaskan village, we carry with us 
our proud and rich history. Many efforts are being made to record our past, some initiated by the vil-
lage; others, the Alaska University, but all resulting in exciting collaborative efforts. One project I will 
be resuming this spring is “Evaluating the Effects of Tourism on Alagnak River.” Also, Amber Lincoln 
visited for the last week in March to interview Igiugig elders on their reindeer herding history. This is a 
multi-year project, and this fall we are endeavoring a joint trip to Kukaklek Lake with the community 
and the research team. Also from UAF, Irmelin Gram-Hanssen is nearing the completion of her thesis 
project, focused on Igiugig youth, and she will be returning in the summer to present her project. Our 
tribal library has entered the second year of our IMLS Enhancement Project to create a digital archive. 
Betsy hosted a gathering to show the collection so far, and it is incredible! Lastly, we just finished a 
grant application to complete a local Native place name map, an informative 5-minute DVD about 
Igiugig, and a coffee table book of our local history. Hopefully it gets funded too.  
    HAPPY EASTER, and enjoy the SPRING SUNSHINE! 

L: Katelyn 
& Benise 

putting 

soil into 

the boxes. 
R: Bobby 

& Aiden 

hauling 

dirt to the 
boxes. 
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Environmental Report  

    

By Sheryl Wassillie 
 

     On Wednesday, March 28th, Christina and I flew to Dillingham to partici-
pate in the conference. We were listened to really great presentations and a 
whole day on the Proposed Pebble Mine and the data they presented in the 
Environmental Baseline Document.  
     On the first day of the conference we listened to presentations pertain-
ing to the value of ecological complexity for maintaining the integrity and 
resilience of ecosystems, the risks of hatchery programs, toxicology to fish 
consumption, climate change, Indigenous evaluation, and local and tradi-
tional knowledge.   
     The second day we heard presentations from different villages on their 
municipal waste and how they deal with all the waste each of their commu-
nity produces. Christina also did a great presentation about the Igiugig En-
vironmental Program and she also introduced me to everyone and stated 
that she will be stepping down to have me step in. After Christina present-
ed we listened to a presentation on food security. We also listened to many 
different presentations on ecosystem health such as: Alaska’s Changing so-
cial ecological systems, the risk of releasing potentially acid producing waste 
from tailing dam failure, and invasive plant species.  
     All day on Saturday, we listened to Pebble Limited Partnership scientists 
speak of surface water hydrology, hydrology and water balance, surface and 
groundwater quality, geochemistry, fish resources and instream flow habi-
tat modeling.  In the afternoon session we listened to The Nature Conserv-
ancy (TNC) and the independent science program. Here they spoke about 
surface water quality, fish density and distribution, fish resources, ground-
water and salmon, water quality at drill rig #6, and seismology. Some of the 
subjects presented were the same as PLP presented because TNC wanted 
to compare the data they got with PLP.  
     It was a lot of sitting and listening to presentations but the information 
that we listened to was interesting and knowledgeable. This was also a great 
trip for me to meet the other IGAP directors from all over the state and to 
familiarize myself with them.  
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Published on the blog spot on March 23, 2012 
This week was very fun! Peter Stortz, a teacher and nat-
ural resource and youth development specialists work-
ing for UAF, came to our school. He taught us many 
things like how many people live in the world by using 
rice. It would take 45,500 gallons of rice to equal 7 bil-
lion people in the world. We also learned about how 
fish go back to their natural habitat called the natal 
stream after they come back from the ocean. He also 
showed us a presentation about the time he went to 

Mongolia. He said it is better to ask more questions than worrying about the right 
answers. After he taught us all the names of the fins and the internal organs, he 
taught us how to dissect a fish. When we were dissecting the fish we had to cut it 
open from the anal fin to the pectoral fin. We took out all the organs he taught us 
about. We made fish prints using the fish we had just dissected. To make a fish 
print we sponge painted the fish, then put a paper on it and pushed down on it to 
get a print of the scales. After we pulled the paper off we painted on the lateral line 
and the eye. The lateral line is like GPS for the fish. It is a horizontal line across the 
middle. The most important thing he taught us was despite our differences we 
should accept everyone for who they are. We had a busy week! 

Peter and Our Adventure 
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Photos: Top Left-Clockwise 
 Team A with their string writing poster, 

clockwise from back left: Dolly, Colleen, 

Loretta, Sheryl, Kaylee, Benise, Keilan, 

&Bobby. 

 Peter & Kaylee working together to 

make a fish print. 

 Kiara pretending to eat the liver out of a 

rainbow fish she was dissecting. 

 Team B (clockwise from left) Kiara, 

Caleb, Josephine, Blaise, Charmaine, 

Kaleb, Aiden, Jolynn, & Katelyn. 

R.I.P Salmon by Katy Journey 

     Hello! My name is Katy Jurney Scrivo and I'm one of the teachers at Igiugig 

School.  I know this is a blog kept by our students and not our teachers, but if 

you'll be patient and keep reading, you'll get to the students' part of this entry. 

     When we returned from spring break, we learned that all of our salmon had 
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died. Igiugig School has a lot of copper in the water, and even the tiniest amount of copper will kill 

salmon. Because our continually changing weather made the lake ice unstable (we normally get water 

for our fish tank from Iliamna Lake), we had been using water from the faucet and treating it with spe-

cial chemicals to make it fish-safe. Unfortunately, it turned out not to be fish-safe. Even though we 

were planning to kill the fish at the end of the project (we can't release them into the wild), it was still a 

disappointment to come back and see they had all died. 

     During spring break, Andrew and I attended a teaching conference where we learned about writing 

using RAFTS--that is, Role, Audience, Format, Topic and Share. This morning, three students completed 

quickwrites using the following RAFT: Role-Igiugig School fish; Audience-Igiugig students; Format-a 

letter; Topic-"How could you just let us die?!?". For the S, we decided to post responses on our blog. 

They're very silly and entertaining and we hope you enjoy them!  

Dear Kids from the Igiugig School, 

How could you let us die? We weren't even 

one yet and we only got to the stage of fries. 

I should have known that you guys were so 

young so you thought that we were actual 

french fries. We were terrified when you 

guys sucked us up into a bucket and when 

we were burying our dead all you did was 

scoop us up and throw us in the sink. 

Sincerely, 

Your Dead Fish  

(Written by Kaleb Hill) 

Dear Igi Students, 
How could you kids just let us die?!? We were so young and 
you just left us to die! We were going to die anyway some other 
day, but we didn't want to now. Now you students have no pets. 
You guys lost your snake and now us. What kind of students 
are you? Well, yeah, so write back soon...as soon as you get 
this "How could you just let us die?!" letter, and if you don't, 
you will get another "How could you just let us die?!" letter! 
And you wouldn't want another "How could you just let us 
die?!" letter, would you? No, I'm sure not. 
Sincerely, 
Your Dead Fish 
(Written by Dolly Ann Zharoff) 

Hello people of Igiugig. 

How could you just let us die in that small, little, dirty fish tank? You are evil. Remember me, Scoliosis 

Fish, with the messed up back? Well if you do, then run and hide. It does not matter; I will find you. 

Sincerely, 

Scoliosis Fish 

(Written By Blaise Decker) 
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     I was asked to interview Mary A. Olympic. The purpose of the interview was to gain insight from 

someone who predates the very idea of Pebble Mine, someone who can offer a view that is genu-

ine. 

      Mary’s home is located near the banks of the Kvichak River, cozy and inviting. Her age is re-

flected in her tireless hands and hazy eyes. Her personality and go-to attitude, however, reflect an 

age that is timeless. She begins with a recollection of bed time stories told by her Gram-ma and 

Ap’a during sleepless nights. Her Glusna contributing as well, a collection of short and long stories. 

Even then, the stories seemed unimaginable. Now, however, the stories have come to fruition. 

       It has always been known that gold and other minerals have been in the area where Pebble 

seeks to mine. Mary's A’pa would tell her of stories of gold and how someday, Kassaakaat, white 

men, will come and take the gold, suulutaaq, "They will leave the ground [ravaged] and poisoned; 

animals will be poisoned." 

       As a prominent figure around Lake Iliamna, Mary O. naturally was invited to Iliamna to speak 

regarding Pebble Mine. It was clear that Mary O. was against Pebble. She recognized that money 

was the main “lure” to many, “Money is like bait, necqcaq. When you[‘re] fishing on the ice, put [fish] 

eggs in, lots of fish come." Mary cares a lot about her home and the subsistence way of life that has 

sustained her family for generations. When asked about Pebble and the subsistence way of life, 

Mary interjects "When [Pebble] happens, [subsistence] is going to be [lost]. Once the mine is done, 

the food we eat [will no longer be] good to eat." Mary fears that starvation will be imminent. 

      Mary's main fear centers on the future generations and how Pebble Mine will effect the area we 

live in. Mary's worried that her grand kids and great grand kids will not have a subsistence way of 

life to enjoy, "[They will not] be able to enjoy smoked fish, salmon and akutaq…subsistence will be a 

thing of the past." Like the stories her Gram-ma and Ap’a told her, so will future generations be told 

of stories of fish, beaver, porcupines, caribou, wolves,  and moose. These animals will just be sto-

ries that were once told about what we used to have.  These animals will be missed and be missing 

from our freezers. 

      "Alingnarquq (scary) thing, Pebble Mine. " 

Mary Olympic’s Viewpoint Interview Interview by Ida Nelson & Edited by Kannon Lee 

Library Enhancement Grant Update by Tanya Salmon 

     Betsy Hostetter held a monthly library gathering on March 23rd.  At her gathering, Betsy displayed several before & after photos of pictures 

that she fixed.  She has been diligently working on gathering photos, scanning them, & then fixing them on the computer.  Cracks that ap-

peared on old photos disappeared.  Color that had faded over the years was enhanced with fresh color, making the photos appear as if they 

were recently developed.  The audience laughed at several of the funnier captured moments or talked of people from their past  as their faces 

were illuminated on the big screen.  Afterwards, people sampled different desserts that ranged from homemade candy to delicious lemon 

bars.  Betsy is doing a terrific job repairing old photos!  Good job Betsy!  

      If you would like to see some of the work that Betsy has done, please check out http://vilda.alaska.edu/ & type in “Igiugig. “ We would like 

more old photos to add to our collection.  So if you have any photos that you would like to see fixed, please contact Betsy or April Hostetter or 

Tanya Salmon.  
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 The Village Council is accepting applica-
tions (& donations) for the Dan Salmon 
Scholarship Fund. Stop by the Office to pick 
up an application or e-mail Tanya at tjsalm-
on@hotmail.com & she can send you a 
copy online.  

 Interested in having an article or picture(s) 
published? Please submit an article or 
photos to Tanya. A variety of authors al-
ways make the newsletter a more inter-
esting read! 

Remember to separate #1 plas-

tics, aluminum cans, glass, food 

scraps, & cardboard.  Signs have 

been hung around the hangar di-

recting you where to dispose of 

your trash.  Properly segregating 

your trash will help keep the cost 

of dump fees down.  Thank you 

for your cooperation & under-

standing! 

Turn Out The Lights  
It's a simple task. When you leave 

any public building, please turn out 

the lights behind you. Even if you 

plan  on returning later. The next 

time you look at your light bill and 

start to com-plain about the cost of 

it, re-member that we can't keep 

electric bills down when you keep 

public lights on! We can only help 

you if you help yourself! 

Vehicle Parking Notice 
 If you are leaving on a flight, please park on the 

sides or back (North Side) of the hangar. 

 If you are at the airport working, doing business, 

garbage, etc., & need to stop in front of the hangar 

(South side) please park within 30’ of the 

building. 

 DO NOT leave your vehicle out on the apron 

where airplanes need to taxi, park, or unload & 

DO NOT park right in front of the hangar doors, 

or office door. Thanks! 

 Need gas?  If you have a Village Council 
or an Electric bill over 30 days past due, 
you must PRE-PAY at the Office before 
filling up.  Please fill up during office 
hours: Monday– Friday 8:30-4. 

 The Hangar is now locked.  Please drop 
your trash off during Office hours. 

Remember to turn in your Per-

manent Fund Dividend Applica-
tion BEFORE March 31st, 2012.  

You can either do it electroni-
cally at www.pfd.state.ak.us/ or 

you can pick up a paper copy at 
the office. File your PHYSICAL 

ADDRESS at Igiugig for census 

purposes! 
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GARDENERS GOODIES 
By Sandy Alvarez 

APRIL garden activities:  
Early APRIL – Transplant up into larger pots to keep your starts growing fast and healthy.  Be sure 

to give them a boost of fertilizer as soon as they land in their new pot—this helps them avoid 
‘shock’ and keep growing at a good pace. 

APRIL – Decide whether you are interested in some space in the greenhouse this season and be 
sure to contact Kannon at the office, who will be heading up the project this year. 

APRIL – Check in with the student flower project (fund raiser) and if you like a little dirt, offer up 
your help in planting, watering or otherwise getting this summer’s beautification project plants 
going. 

Late APRIL – continue working on graveling areas that are muddy or collecting puddles to help 
keep more of the gardening soil where it belongs rather than tracking it into your house and 
keep people walking on the paths rather than all over your planting beds. 

REMEMBER those R’s 

Reduce – Refuse – Reuse – Renew – Recycle – Remodel – Refurbish – Rebuild – Recharge – Refill – 

Refinish – Repurpose – Recover – Reclaim  – Reload – Reinvest – Reinvent – Re…something. 

Recycle—anytime you use something twice before you throw it away it prolongs the life of our 

landfill and lessens the amount of staff time spent in getting rid of your garbage.   

Join the party and make something old into something new. 

(see egg shell and kid boot gardening below) 

  

 Greenhouse Update by Kannon Lee     

      Grow boxes can be reserved by community members until May 7th. Please let me know if you are 

interested in planting and maintaining a plot throughout the summer months. There is an option of using 

one entire box or using only one half. We are limited with the amount of boxes available so I would like 

to see how best I can serve everyone who wants to be responsible for a plot.  Please remember that by 

reserving a grow box, responsibility will be placed on the person or persons to maintain the grow box. I 

am setting a deadline so that any boxes unassigned will immediately be sowed and used to help serve the 

needs of the community and area at large. Following the reservation deadline of May 7th, there will be a 

June 1st planting deadline.  If the grow box remains empty by June 2nd, the greenhouse team will assume 

forfeiture of the grow box. 

      The greenhouse will have water stored inside and available for use.  Seeds are also available for use if 

you would like them. Additionally, upgrades to the facility will begin in May. The ventilation system will be 

upgraded in May, which will allow for maximum ventilation/proper temperature control. A large-scale up-

grade to the facility will take place in mid-July, which includes a shade system and automated irrigation sys-

tem. A well project is expected to begin in July as well, which will provide us with a steady water source 

for the remainder of the summer and prepare us for the winter grow season. 

     If there are any questions, please let me know. I am excited for the season ahead! I hope to provide 

the community with a facility that we can all be proud of.  
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Library/Computer News By Betsy Hostetter 

“Any views, findings, conclu-

sions or recommen-dations 
expressed in this publication do 

not necessarily represent those 
of the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services.”  

April Fools is on a Sunday this year. Earth 
day is on the 22nd. Subsistence Bird Hunt 
opens in most areas of Alaska. The ice and 
snow is melting like crazy! Please be careful 
while on the ponds and lakes.  We will be 
having the Enhancement gath-
ering the last part of March.   
Easy book 

Do unto Otters by Laurie Kel-

ler 

“Mr. Rabbit wonders if he 

will be able to get along with his new 

neighbors.” 

Alaska Easy book 
The Loon’s Necklace retold by 

William Toye 

“An old man who had recently 

gone blind lived with his wife 

and young son near a salmon 

stream. It was winter and they were starv-

ing because he could no longer 

hunt..” 

Junior fiction 
How will the Easter Bunny 

Know?  by Kay Winters 

“Mike is excited about going to 

Grandma’s for Easter. Then his 

friend Tony tells him the Easter Bunny ONLY 

comes to houses where kids live.” 

Alaska nonfiction 
The Day Trees Bent to the Ground  by Ja-

net Boylan 

Stories from the ’64 Alaska 

Earthquake. 
 

Alaska Gardener’s 
Manual by Cooper-
ative Extension 

Service 
This manual comes with a CD 
disk.   Seed starting and 
transplanting. The use of 
transplants enables the gar-
dener to mature many warm-season vegeta-

bles outdoors, hasten maturity of cool-
season vegetables, and achieve a longer sea-
son of display for many annual flowers…” 

Adult fiction 
Outlander by Gil Adamson 

“In 1903 Mary Boulton flees 
along across the West, one 
heart- pounding step ahead of 
the law.” 

Website of interest: 
www.quizopolis.com/april_trivia 

Do you know all there is to know about the month 

of April? Try the quiz! I tried it and sad to say I had 

some mistakes. With this quiz, you will know more 

about April. 

http://www.quizopolis.com/april_trivia
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Kevin, Mary, Dallia, & Gabe enjoying a school din-
ner. Photo courtesy of Dannika. 

Katelyn, Jolynn, Keilan, Kaleb, Kaylee, Caleb, Benise, 
& Kiara playing on a snow pile mountain. 

Avery is ready for berry picking! 

Tanya, Sheryl, & Kannon getting read to snow shoe. 

MacKenize has mastered walking! Erika taking a “stroll” in her walker 

Aiden helping Terek grind up caribou meat. 
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TRAPPED! Benise helping out at the green house. We recycle! April & Aiden sorting aluminum cans. 

Jolynn & Kaylee being door-to-door sales 
ladies. 

Shealayla looking like an Eskimo doll in 
her new parka. 

Stacie stalking the supply closet at the 
new clinic 

Derrick, Gordy, Lukas, & Willy working on their wood pile. Kiara & Keilan volunteering at the Recycling Center. 



PO Box 4008 
Igiugig, AK 99613 

 

 

Igiugig Tribal Village Council Newsletter 

Front Page Photo Credit: Terek Anelon 

RAWR! It’s a lynx! 

Back Page Photo Credit: April Hostetter 

Beautiful Igiugig Sunset  

First Class Mail 

Igiugig Village Council 

AlexAnna Salmon, President 

Randy Alvarez, Vice President 

Dallia Andrew, Member 

Christina Salmon, Member 

Mary Olympic, Member 

AlexAnna Salmon, Interim Village Administrator 

Sandy Alvarez, Director of Accounting & Finance 

Christina Salmon, Environmental Director 

Tanya Salmon, Social Services Director 

Betsy Hostetter, Library Director 

Dan Decker Sr., VPSO & Fire Chief 

Tanya Salmon, Newsletter Editor 

Visit us on the web! 

www.igiugig.com 

March Weather: 

High 54*on the 31st 

Low -19.5* on the 13th 

Days below freezing 30 

Days below zero 21 

Hi wind 49mph on the 

27th 

Average 8.7mph 

Prevailing SW 


