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Waqaa! Welcome back to our Newsletter, my sincere apology to our 
subscribers, it feels like many moons since one has been produced and I 
for one apologize. Igiugig has been very busy and everything cannot be 
jammed packed into one newsletter, but we do have some highlighted 
events, and also articles from our returning students from the school. 
We first off have a news release from Senator Lisa Murkowski about the 
Language Revitalization Focus in the Senate Committee. Following her 
article, I would like to congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, they got 
married in Las Vagas on September 10th, 2018! Congratulations to you 
two, may you two have many blessed years together. Below them you 
will see a highlighted Goose Camp photos followed by highlighted 
photos of our busy summer and fall time snap shots! We have articles 
written by our students, Walt Gooden wrote about the “The Old World 
Revealed,” as we had archeologist visit the “Old Igiugig. AJ, our 
Librarian, has a wonderful update for you, followed by some of her 
photos of the events. Aiden has a wonderful Salmon Incubation piece of 
the eggs they harvested that is located in their class room. You can read 
about how Kiara got closer to her roots to learning who she really is and 
where she came from in her article called “Archaeologist Expedition.” 
Then you will find the announcements for Igiugig. Quyana, please look 
forward to our next newsletter as they will be filled with more articles. Be 
safe, have fun, and as Dorothy S. of Louisiana said, “The magic is in the 
mess.” 

October  
27 - Dallia Andrew 
31 - Yako Nickoli 

November  
8 - Julie Salmon 
8 - Stacie Garrison 
13 - Kaylee Hill 
29 - Shealayla Nelson 

October-November 
Birthdays

Welcome Back! 
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Native Language Revitalization Focus in Senate Committee 
“Language is truly the foundation of how Native people live and express their culture” 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and her colleagues on the 
Senate Indian Affairs Committee held an oversight hearing focused on the revitalization of Native 
languages and efforts to promote and preserve them. During the hearing, officials from the 
Administration for Native Americans (ANA), tribal leadership, and other tribal stakeholders testified on 
what can be done to ensure languages are passed on to the next generation. 

“Language is truly the foundation of how Native people live and express their culture. When a 
Native person knows their language, they know their culture. They know who they are, it is a 
part of their identity,” said Senator Murkowski. 

Senator Murkowski stressed the importance of language revitalization programs and grants provided 
by the ANA which enable younger generations to learn their language and culture. Murkowski 
highlighted the success story of the Alaskan village Igiugig that received an ANA Language 
Preservation and Maintenance grant, ultimately reinvigorating Igiugig students, leading to measured 
success in school. 

“For instance, the Igiugig School has a perfect 5-star rating on the Alaska School Performance 
Index (ASPI) star ratings system. Under ASPI, each school received a score on a 100-point 
scale and a star rating from 5-stars (highest) to 1-star. The ASPI score and star rating gave an 
overall picture of how well the school did to prepare students to be college, career, and 
culturally ready to graduate,” said Senator Murkowski. “Igiugig is just one of just a dozen 
schools in my State to receive a 5-star rating. The Igiugig School had an attendance record of 
96.23% and a graduation rate of 100%. 

e hearing, Senator Murkowski questioned ANA Commissioner Hovland on how she plans on 
engaging and consulting with rural tribal communities, as well as, tribal consortiums, Alaska 
Native Corporations and other tribal non-profits and organizations on language revitalization 
issues. Murkowski also pressed on the need to ensure that smaller tribes with limited 
capacity have access to the ANA grants. Training and streamlining the grant process will 
make it easier to access these important language preservation grants, Hovland stated. 
    the youtube link https://youtu.be/3oQYa1Xhioo  

For further information, please contact Senator Murkowski’s press office at 202-224-9301 or 202-224-8069.  
 Visit our website at http://murkowski.senate.gov 

https://youtu.be/3oQYa1Xhioo
http://murkowski.senate.gov/
https://youtu.be/3oQYa1Xhioo
http://murkowski.senate.gov/
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Goose camp 2018 

Goose Camp morning 

Chilli winner: Jeff ’s

Big on Pig Jon and Danni with a crane 

Congratulations!  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

September 10th, 2018 

Last day of Goose camp: It snowed
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The Old World Revealed
Walt Gooden

This year multiple archeologists came to Igiugig to map out sites such as Qusgiq and Old 
Igiugig.  I went on two archeological expeditions, one with Sean Mack and Rita Miraglia, and another 
with Monty Rogers, both in the late summer. 

With Sean, Rita, and a group of villagers, I boated down to Qusgiq. The main purpose of the 
expedition was to help Sean and Rita get to know the land better. We explored Qusgiq and went to the 
Men’s House. I’ve been there before but each time I go there I feel excited about how people used to 
meet there.  Adding to the excitement is the fact that the depression of the Men’s House is incredibly 
deep.  After our brief visit at Qusgiq, we cruised over to Old Igiugig.  

We found bear sign and visited the Repatriation site, where, at a ceremony last year, the village 
reburied the bones of ancestors taken by the Smithsonian many years ago.  We discovered the white 
crosses had been broken by what Sean and Rita suspected to be a bear.  We made our way back 
down to the river where we boarded the boat and sped on back to Igiugig. 

With Monty, we went to Old Igiugig, where we interviewed Betsy Hostetter, a resident of Igiugig, 
about the history of the site because her ancestors had lived there. We found a few artifacts, including 
a tin teapot and barrel bindings, which would have gone around a wooden barrel to hold the planks 
together.  Then we went to the site where Monty suspected the Men’s House was. The site was pretty 
wide and really deep.  We hiked around looking for more house sites before returning to the boats. 

Later that day, Monty presented to the community on all of our findings and showed us the map 
he had made of Old Igiugig. It was really amazing being able to take part in the expeditions that, for 
me, unearth the importance of Qusgiq and Old Igiugig.

New Kids! 
By Keilan Wassillie 

We have new kids in our school, one in high school and two in 
elementary, and one in preschool. Their names are Shawn, 
Dakota, Seth, Linda and Peter. Shawn, a highschooler, is from 
Pilot Point and he moved here to see what it was like. He has 
noticed that there is more trees here and more bugs here. 
Shawn agrees that he is a daredevil and a thrill-seeker, and 
his favorite thing to do is ride dirt bikes. Dakota, boats to 
school every day from Sportsman’s Lodge, is nine years old 
and likes to ride horses. Seth, who is also nine years old, 
moved from Kokhanok. He likes hunting and fishing. Linda is 
six years old and her favorite thing to do is to play games in 
the gym. Peter just turned three not too long ago and he is 
very good-natured. He will be in pre-school.  It is fun to have 
new kids in our school.

L-R: Peter, Linda, Dakota, Seth & Shawn 
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Waz’Up At Your Local Library? 
In April 2018, the village applied for and received a grant for library operations from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS).  This year’s grant included extra money for library staff to attend 
multiple trainings.  In mid-October, Alicia and Tatyana Zackar will attend the “Honoring Alaska Native 
Cultural Heritage” week-long workshop in Fairbanks on behalf of the library and community.  We look 
forward to the knowledge and ideas they will bring home to share with us.

In May 2018, the librarian-in-training, AJ Gooden, attended the State Library’s special workshop in 
Juneau for librarians of small, rural libraries.  She returned with a to-do list, including “weeding,” a library 
term for organizing library materials by sorting through and removing outdated, unused, or otherwise 
unnecessary books.  In our small library, space is always an issue, so many extra-copy books were 
weeded and displayed at a community Book Fair held on Saturday, September 15.  Residents were 
encouraged to take home as many books as they wanted.  The majority of weeded books were in 
excellent condition, so any that remained after the Book Fair will be shipped to other small libraries in the 
state or the Goodwill in Anchorage.  

Despite a limited number of Summer Reading Club meetings, the residents of Igiugig, especially the 
children, pulled off their goal of reading at least 1,000 books.  Between May 1 and September 3, twenty-
five readers—14 children, 4 young adults, and 7 adults--read a total of 1,752 books.  Following the Book 
Fair on September 15, Reading Club participants gathered in the school gymnasium to enjoy do-it-
yourself banana splits and a finale dance party (because the theme for this year’s summer reading club 
was Libraries Rock!).  Next summer’s theme will be “A Universe of Stories,” celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the first man on the moon.  Thanks to Taty Zackar for helping operate the library 
during the summer.   

Beginning in October, the library will sponsor a Battle of the Books Club for all interested elementary, 
middle, and high school students.  Club meetings will be held once a week, the day and time to be 
decided by participants.  Any adult interested and willing to help coach a team, please contact AJ.  
Depending on student interest, five coaches will be needed during Battle time in February: Grade 2, 
Grades 3/4, Grade 5, Middle School, and High School.  The titles for this year’s competition are available 
for check-out at the library.

In addition, there will be a quarterly Book Gathering for adults, with titles selected by participants.  The 
first title is up for nomination, so please share your ideas, considering titles that would appeal to a wide 
range of reading interests and make for lively discussion.  If not on hand, several copies of the book will 
be purchased and made available for check-out.  The first Book Gathering & Potluck will be held at the 
end of December, the exact date still to be determined.  An effort will be made to alternate between 
fiction and non-fiction.  As adults, we can help our children know the value and joy of reading by reading 
and talking about books ourselves.  Please text title suggestions to AJ at 907-533-6016, or drop by the 
library between 6:00-8:00 pm Monday-Friday or 1:00-5:00 on Saturdays. 

Titles needed for:
October-December 2018

January-March 2019
April-June 2019

July-September 2019
October-December 2019

By AJ Gooden
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The Igiugig School kids catch wild salmon every 
year to hatch in their
fish tank.  The students watch the fish grow up until 
the school lets them go in a pond or kill them and 
use them as fertilizer. This project is permitted 
through Fish and Game.  
Our procedure:
1.capture 1 male and female chum 
2. Blow to head – let blood coagulate 10 min 
3. Slit female at vent – deposit eggs 
4. Apply milt-(male sperm)
 5. Wait 1 min 
6. Rinse 
7. Let eggs harden for 1 hour.  
8. Put eggs into aquarium w/chiller unit
Studying the life of salmon is a good way to teach 
the kids in the school about salmon and how they 
hatch and grow up into smolts. When they are big 
enough we put them into the pond by Randy’s 
house. When the accumulated temperature units 
reaches 300 degrees Celsius the eggs should start 
to have eyes. The accumulated thermal units as of 
9/25 are 201.  I will keep you posted on the 
development of these salmon.

Salmon Incubation 

A) Library Even at the school: June, 
MacKenzie, Seth, Linda, & Peter

By Aiden Wassillie
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Archaeologist Expedition 
We all feel like we are missing a piece of ourselves….. 

our identity. Hearing the fact that we were mapping out the 
old village of Igiugig made me feel closer to knowing who I 
really am and where I came from.  

Old Igiugig was a place of greatness, with fishracks 
sloping up the small incline, to semi-underground sod houses 
dotting all over the place. It was located about 5 miles 
downriver from ‘new’ Igiugig. Over 150 people lived in the 
what is now a ghost town due to a devastating pandemic that 
swept across the village leaving only a handful of survivors. 

On the week of August 20th, a group of BIA 
archeologists arrived here to find out how the people of old 
Igiugig (Qinuyang) lived their way of life and what was the time period of their occupation. This project is 
a joined effort of the BIA team, Monty Rogers with Cultural Alaska, and the village of Igiugig. 

August 31st was the first day we set out on our exciting expedition. There were three interns 
consisting of Walt, Aiden, Betsy, and I, along with Monty, Jeff, Alexanna, and Dale. All of us piled into 
one big boat and embarked to Slushy Creek. 

When we got there we huddled in a circle and Monte gave us the 
rundown on what we were going to do, and how long we were going 
to be there for. After, we started up the small incline to our first 
destination; a small depression in the ground along with a square-cut 
hole in the middle and a pile of dirt next to it. Monty gave us a lecture 
on the intricate layers of earth in the square cut hole. Shortly, we 
trekked a little farther up the hill to another square-cut hole in the 
ground. He challenged us by asking what house/unit used to be here. 
He told us about his last time being in Old Igiugig and how he found 
some stone chippings on the bank 
nearby. We went to check that out too, 
and ended up finding an old Porcupine 
den along with a couple more stone 
chippings. 
When we were done, we walked over to 
a small clearing. This clearing had the 
most wild raspberries I have seen in one 
place. 
 A half hour breezed by and Monty asked 

Betsy, a local from Igiugig if he could interview her about her dad since he 
was one of the survivors that were left behind. She agreed and we sat in 
another clearing for awhile until it started to rain. It was suggested to go 
into a depression to emphasize our purpose of being here in Qinuyang to 
learn about it more historically. The depression was about 8x8 feet and 
about four or more feet deep. A medium sized birch tree grew in the 
middle, providing perfect shelter from the rain. Monty set up his gear and 
advised us to address ourselves for the sake of the interview contract. 

Continued on page 10

By Kiara Nelson



Igyararmiut Qallemciit Volume 21, Issue 3 May- October  2018

Page �  of �10 12

Now for my favorite part of the entire trip. After the interview was done, Monty asked Walt, Aiden, 
and me if we wanted to track down a couple locations via GPS. Of course, we all agreed. Our options 
were the men’s house, church, and a house depression. My hand shot up in favor for the men’s house, 
so did Walt’s and Aiden’s. To even out and make it fair, Monty had us guess a number between 1 and 5. 
Aiden picked 7, Walt picked 4, and I picked 3. The right answer was 2 so I got the men’s house. I took 
the device and started to locate the Qasgiq. The others followed in pursuit through the grassy tundra. 

Not even 5 minutes later the GPS indicated that I've reached my location; although it was evident 
that nothing was there. There was a large depression in the ground so we assumed that was it. Little did 
we know that over a small ridge, the men’s house was there. This place was phenomenal, the largest 
depression I’ve seen. With the dimensions of 18x18 being about 8 feet deep, finding the Qasgiq was 
the highlight of my trip. 

Etuuq(Jeff) explores the Qasgiq 

I was brimming with excitement, shooting little bursts of Qasgiq information and history. Alexanna 
had a picture of Qinuyang before the epidemic. 

If we were to see the Qasgiq 100 years ago, the interior would be structured with either wood or 
sod (pieces of tundra) and the middle would have been a fire pit. There would have been wood poles to 
help support the Qasgiq from collapsing. 10-20 men would be in there most of the time back then. 
Doing things like teaching youth, making tools, and constructing kayaks. A small narrow tunnel was 
used as an entrance to and from the Qasgiq. 
 2-3 hours passed by and it was already time to go. Monty had Aiden and Walt get soil samples 
for Mr. Gooden for science purposes. Honestly, my trip to Qinuyang was the highlight of my summer. 
Quyana (thank you) to Alexanna Salmon and the BIA team for giving me an opportunity to visit the old 
village and learn more about it’s history, archaeology, and the importance for our identity as a people. 

Archaeologist Expedition Continued
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Important Dates:
October 31st: Halloween 

November 11th Veterans Day   

November 12th to the 15th: Volleyball in Levelock

November 22nd -23rd: No School 

November 22nd- Thanksgiving 

The Store Hours! 
Located by the post office 

Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Saturday: 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm Closed Sunday

Clinic  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Igiugig after-hours emergency number is 907.533.6020.  

If there is no heath aide in the village, please call the Nilavena Clinic at 907.571.1818 or 907.571.7111 for 
after-hours emergencies.

Remember in IGIUGIG We: 

• Keep Our Dogs Tied Up or on a leash.

• Turn Off Lights when leaving a public building 

• Recycle: #1 to #2 plastics, aluminum, glass, tin 
cans. We also separate batteries and e-waste. 

• Do Not Park in front of the hanger or the 
white trash trailer. 

• We compost! Bring it to the greenhouse, 
please no dairy or meat products. 

• Contribute to the newsletter! Send photos, 
news, important events to Ida @ 
igiugignewsletter@gmail.com 

• Love our village? Join Igiugig Village Info 
Zone on Facebook if you haven’t already. 

Library Hours: Fall/Winter 
Monday to Friday  

10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Donate to Igiugig 
School to go from 

DC to Down 
Under! 

https://
www.gofundme.com

/igiugig-dc-to-
down-under

https://www.gofundme.com/igiugig-dc-to-down-under
mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/igiugig-dc-to-down-under
mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
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Visit us on the web and like us on Facebook 
www.igiugig.com & https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/

Igiugig Tribal Council Newsletter

Front Page Photo Credit: Renae Zackar: A bucket of Salmonberries

Back Page Photo Credit:Tanya Salmon: Bears at Katmai Falls 

First Class Mail

P.O. Box 4008 

Igiugig, Alaska 99613

AlexAnna Salmon - President  

Karl Hill - Vice-President/Acting 
Administrator  

Christina Salmon - Member 

 Sandy Alvarez - Director of Accounting 
& Finance  

Alicia Zackar - Social Services Director/
Member 

Igiugig Village Council

Ida Nelson - Tribal Clerk , Newsletter Editor, 
Member  

AJ Gooden - Librarian 

Stacy Hill - IGAP Director 

Halay Turning Heart - Grant Administrator 

Taty Zackar - Tribal Clerk 

IVC Board & Main Staff

http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/
http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/



