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May
5 - Tate Gooden 
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Zackar 
11 - Ella Gooden 
11 - Luke & Addison 
Salmon-Anelon 
12 - Tanya Salmon 
15 - Leif Richards 
17 - Tia Hobson 
23 - June Gooden 

Editoral Note 
COVID-19 was not what I had in mind when it came to Spring 
2020. I had a whole different version of what my spring would 
entail. The funny thing is that I was wishing for more time at 
home, ha ha, I got what I wished for. Everything is all about 
finding balance. What worked the day before will not work the 
next day and becoming more flexible of what you spend the 
most time with. Some days will require more time spent with kids 
that need help with homework or more cuddle time and morning 
snuggles with my little guy. Email/text/phone calls/ whats app 
notifications can wait a few minutes as you watch your little one 
jump because that is his new skill he learned. Trying to cram as 
much work or house work during nap time is what I look forward 
too. Cooking more meals at home and getting tired of my own 
cooking and just craving something else food. Finding time to 
craft is what helps sooth my soul and gives me that bit of peace 
I need while I am missing my freedom of random visits and worry 
free hugs. 
I need to be thankful and greatful for the steps we have taken as 
a village to protect us as a whole. Stay safe, try to remember to 
stay 6’ a way from non-household members, be kind, wash your 
hands, together alone we can do this. 
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Igiugig Village Council
COVID-19 Travel Restrictions and Quarantine Guidelines

March 24, 2020

In response to the developing world-wide COVID-19 virus pandemic, the Igiugig Village Council with support 
from the community members of Igiugig, has developed recommendations for restricting travel to our 
community, as well as quarantine guidelines for community members returning to Igiugig.

Travel Restrictions – Igiugig Village, hereby restricts travel to Igiugig to those individuals that are essential 
to community health and village utility and service operations, as well as community members wishing to 
return to Igiugig.  If you’re aware of someone wishing to travel to Igiugig, please check in with the Village 
Council President (AlexAnna Salmon 907-444-5530), or the Village Administrator (Karl Hill 907-230-1312).  
Community members wishing to return to Igiugig should do so as soon as possible.

Quarantine Guidelines – Anyone arriving in Igiugig from another community is to complete a 14-day 
quarantine in their household, without exhibiting signs of being affected by COVID-19, prior to being able to 
enter other dwellings or community buildings.  If a person arrives in Igiugig and is quarantined in a home 
that has other people living in it, the people within that home or having contact with the individual will also be 
asked to complete a 14-day quarantine starting on the date of contact.  Community members wishing to 
work for IVC during their quarantine may work from home or do outside work, as available, while 
maintaining a minimum six feet separation from other people.  Fliers with specific guidelines and 
suggestions for proper cleaning and virus avoidance will be provided by the village clinic, will be distributed 
to residents, and will also be available in the entrance to the hangar.

Other Considerations - IVC employees recognize that there is risk involved with working and do so by their 
own choice.

We’ve also learned the virus can be transferred during the handling of freight and mail.  Community 
members should ensure that they are protecting themselves by wearing the appropriate personal protective 
equipment (i.e. gloves, protective outerwear, etc.) when handling freight and mail.

We realize that the above recommendations will not fit every situation, and that this is an ever-changing 
environment.  Please contact the IVC President or Village Administrator if you have a situation which may 
need further evaluation.  Thank you all for your diligence during this challenging time.  Let’s work together 
and slow the progress of this virus so we can protect ourselves and those around us.
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Energy Update By Jonathan Salmon 

     First off, I would like to thank Igiugig Village 
Council for allowing me to become a part of the 
team over the past year. Since returning home, the 
RivGen® Project and Ocean Renewable Power 
Company (ORPC) have become a daily interest. 
While looking at all that has been accomplished, I 
realized we haven’t been providing information to 
every platform! Seeing as how this is the 1st update 
I have been tasked to provide, we will start from my 
beginning, and not the project’s inception. 

     I was asked to operate one of the vessels 
starting in June 2019 and have been running the 
Chulyen since then. The RivGen® arrived on barge 
after a portage from Williamsport, after a barge 
from Homer, after a long trek across the U.S. from 
Maine. Iliamna Lake Contractors, with ORPC staff 
present, assembled the device and moved it into 
the water. Tatyana Zackar was waiting in the lake, 
leading the safety vessel, and we were ready for 

“on water testing.” Everyone was pleased with how 
the device floated and I found that it was easily 
maneuvered. Being a one-of-a-kind device, I was 
more surprised at how well it sank. 

     We then tested the largest and meanest looking anchor I have ever had to deal with. Now that we can 
move, sink and anchor the device safely, we headed to the mighty Kvichak. The process is as follows: device 
attaches to mooring lines, power and data cables are hooked up, and device is sunk (deployed) and marked 
with buoys. After all the tense mornings and late-night ponderings, it feels good to sum up the process so 
easily. 

     The RivGen® was put online with the help of Dave Hostetter, Igiugig Electric Company, and Ben Hopkins, 
49th State Power. The device is rated at 40 kW with 2.25 m/s of river flow, which equates to about 5 mph. The 
initial power tests didn’t last too long as the foils had a failure and several detached from the turbines. With 
stomachs in throats, the device was brought back to the beach and retrofitted with clamped foils to continue 
testing through winter. 

     Round 2 of testing quickly showed the retrofit had lost efficiency but could still produce power to put on the 
grid. To prevent underloading the generators, the device is limited to operation only when the grid calls for 
loads greater than 30 kW. I then noted how much power was put onto the grid through weekly correspondence 
with Ryan Tyler, Chief Engineer. This got me going in terms of home electricity usage, because I have an 
electricity bill and pay close attention to my personal power usage. I averaged the monthly electrical use of 
continuously occupied houses in Igiugig for the prior two years. I noted that during the week of power 
production in February, the device produced enough electricity to power 2.38 homes for a month. Now there’s 
data that’s interesting!

A photo above the RivGen® currently in the Kvichak 
River. Photo taken from the Youtube video that’s 
recommended in this article 

Continue on page 4
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Some of the fun data ORPC provides include water flow speeds, water temperature, and river depth. 

Note that at the beginning of January, the data is flatlined. This was due to a frazil Ice occurrence when the 
water temperature dropped below freezing. Ice accumulated on the device and brought the RivGen® to the 
surface! The mooring system held fast, and a sunny day sent the device back to the bottom unscathed. Being 
the first of its kind, every upcoming event is a new one for us. After a bitterly cold winter, with Lake Iliamna 
frozen solid, ice out is coming up next. Over the course of the past year, the events and data have all been 
interesting. Working so closely with ORPC, we have become distant acquaintances. I asked ORPC Manager, 
Susy Kist, for some photos of folks that are often only heard over the phone. 

ORPC President, 
John Ferland, at 
home with his dog, 
Pinto (named after 
his Maine alma 
mater, Mexico High 
School Pintos)

Here is Kim 
Barden with her 
twin daughters Lily 
and Lauren, and 
their German 
shepherd, Lucy. 
Kim is the ORPC 
office manager 
and will be the 
person you talk to 
when calling. She 
also works with 
Christina Salmon 
and our friends at 
Dena’ina Air Taxi 
for reservations.



Igyararmiut Qallemciit Volume 22, Issue 3 April  2020

Page  of 5 14

With a new “1st” every day, stay tuned next month for more updates 
and backstories. Be sure to check out some of the great footage of 
the device as well!

Operational: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgNXgPpK2Co

Sustainable: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxjELfnX5xc

Renewable: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO-exju-Mxw

James Donegan with his new baby, Thomas! 
James, Director of European Operations & 
Lead Electrical Engineer, was here this past 
summer and enjoyed seeing the RivGen® in 
action. 

Igiugig 
By Ruth Sinyon

Igiugig 
By Olivia Sinyon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgNXgPpK2Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxjELfnX5xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO-exju-Mxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgNXgPpK2Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxjELfnX5xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO-exju-Mxw
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Amau’s Fish Camp – Preserved!
By AlexAnna Samon, IVC President, April 2, 2020

Land is the gift of our ancestors and the guarantee of our right to continue our 
subsistence lifestyle. Land is the heart of our culture. Without the land, we are 

nothing” – Harvey Samuelson, late Bristol Bay leader

The Village of Igiugig is a small, self-sufficient community with strong cultural and environmental 
values. As a community, we strive for a prosperous future by creating a sustainable social and 
economic future that is compatible with our subsistence way of life. In November 2019, Igiugig 
Village Council launched a campaign to purchase a 160-acre Native Allotment before it was sold 
to outside interests. The land holds special significance to the Igyararmiut (people of Igiugig) 
because it is the oldest continually used salmon fish camp on the upper Kvichak River and was 
established by Mrs. Dolly Gust, also lovingly called “Amau” (Great-grandmother in Yup’ik) by her 
many descendants in the Lake Iliamna region.  

We are ecstatic to announce that with your help and contribution, we have successfully raised all 
the funding needed to secure the property. Future plans include rebuilding the fish camp for youth 
to use as a Yup’ik language immersion camp.  The educational site will be used to teach 
subsistence and cultural values which were developed by our ancestors living in reciprocity with 
this land over millennia.  Future plans also include continuing to work with our partners at Cal-
tech University and University of Alaska, Anchorage to build a Northern Wind Energy Field Lab to 
test wind power at the site, while protecting the riverfront property for its critical cultural site and 
salmon habitat. 

This project was supported, in part, by a grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
through its special projects funding to the Igiugig Village Council. The Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation fosters path-breaking scientific discovery, environmental conservation, patient care 
improvements and preservation of the special character of the Bay Area. Visit Moore.org and 
follow @MooreFound for more information.  

Continue on page 7 
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Following is a list of other contributors: 

In addition to donating money, many contributors offered praise for our community and way of life. 
Your contribution to our shared vision and goal is immensely appreciated. Quyana to the allotment 
owner and everyone that made this effort possible. It was from Amau herself that I learned the word 
Quyanaqvaa, “My how thankful!”

Tim Troll
Lex Jardine
Tate Gooden
Kjersti Bowen
Mark Niver
Hayden Millett
Linda Branham – Royal Wolf 
Lodge, Big Ku Lodge Owner
Randolph Alvarez
Andrew Crow
Martha Crow
Christina Salmon-Bringhurst
Wellspring Group
Joe Harris

E. Chavez
Krysta Watters
Sandy Alvarez
Halay Turning Heart
Michael Uehara
Peter Hauschka
Malinda Chase
April Hostetter
Kirk Johnson
AlexAnna Salmon
Caelie Butler
Arran Forbes
Charlie Seidl

Continued from page 6 
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Wangkuta. This is a short word in Yupik, but its meaning is powerful. Wangkuta literally means “us” or 
“we.”   Now, you see, I didn't just throw in a random Yup’ik word for your entertainment. With the flood of 
change in our society, we, wangkuta, should seek to preserve native traditions for our long-term knowledge 
and the good of the future. This process will not be simple; many customs have been lost because of historical 
trauma as well as choices people currently make that ignore or alter traditions. Revitalizing a culture--
especially a dying culture--will not be easy.  But it is possible.   If we want to carry our past into the future, we 
need to start the tradition of a growth mindset. 

Many of you may know about the flu epidemic of 1919 that wiped out nearly 40 million people 
worldwide, including nearly 85 percent of the native population in the Bristol Bay region in Alaska. The 
epidemic left orphans, depression, and despair in its wake.  Another traumatic time in our history was the 
degradation caused by boarding schools that were in session between the late 1800s to mid-1900s. Children 
were often forced out of their homes and put into boarding schools where they could not speak their native 
tongue. If they did, they suffered the punishment or complete neglect. One individual who had been to 
boarding school said he would rather serve a tour in Vietnam. These tragic events are not just statistics, they are 
part of our history.  Not only did much of the Yup’ik culture collapse with the flu epidemic and boarding 
schools, but so did the identity of “we”-wangkuta. 

Because of these overwhelming experiences, many people turned to using substances for comfort, to 
fill in that never-ending gap in their soul.  As a result of substance abuse, families were torn apart, causing a 
domino effect that descended from generation to generation.  Communities let themselves drift away in a flood 
of outside influences, not realizing that the choices we make day by day directly influence the future. Today, 
many villages in Alaska face issues such as domestic violence, high suicide rates, and the loss of respect for 
culture. The question is, why have we let ourselves fall so far?   

I believe the answer is that we have been traumatized by our past so much that we lost a great part of 
our history that makes us who we are.  Fear is another large factor that plays in the loss of our identity.  My 
mom told me a story of her mother, my grandma, who refused to teach Yupik to her children because she was 
afraid of the teachers punishing them for it.  Wangkuta Meqellruukut, we have suffered.  

But it is not too late.  What if I told you it is not impossible to bring back Yup’ik language and culture if 
we changed how we see and do things?  According to Carol Dweck, author of the book Mindset, people with 
a growth mindset believe that their most basic abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work—
brains and talent are just the starting point.  When you have a growth mindset, you learn from the past, and 
keep trying.  Such a mindset creates a love of learning and a resilience that is essential for great 
accomplishment.  Wangkuta piungukut, we can do this. 

We can use the power of the growth mindset to revitalize our language and culture.  If culture is so 
important to us, we should act like it. We need to address that we are in danger of cultural extinction. We need 
to see this process as an opportunity, not a chore.   
Sometimes I ask myself, what does it mean to be a Yup’ik person in today’s changing world? What does it mean 
to have an ancestral history of pain and agony?  What does it mean to be a part of a dying culture?  And why 
am I not doing anything to change that?  When it comes to culture, especially my culture, I see it as my duty to 
assist in the process of revitalization. Things that are learned should always be taught, especially in the Yup’ik 
culture; it doesn’t matter if you only know a few words in Yup’ik or you’re just grasping onto it. As long as we 
are making it a priority, things can only get better.  Our ancestors are some of the toughest people on earth, 
surviving in a challenging environment.  They had the growth mindset, and we can too.  Wangkuta piungukut, 
we can do this.  Quyana Nicugniluci, thank you for listening. 

Growth Mindset & the Yup’ik Culture By Kiara Nelson
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Pike ice-fishing at the lagoon  
By Seth Hobson  
   
We had to get dressed so so much. As soon as we 
got there I had to take off my heavy coat because 
I was sweating. 
   I caught my first pike, I was complaining that 
I never caught one, then I caught one and almost 
lost my fishing pole. 
    We also went sledding and built shelters at 
the Lagoon. Sledding was fun, we crashed through 
little trees and jumped off of a really big snow 
drift. The forts I made were like shelters with 
tree branches. The branch shelter was warm. 
     I only caught 2 pike over two days of fishing 
because I wasn’t really fishing, I was building a snow shelter and 
sledding.

Greetings fellow Igiugigians. 
 
I went outside and howled tonight. I’ve also been watching a lot of CNN 
with a little bit of Fox for good measure. I’m full of Emergen-C. 1000mg 
vitamin C and zink.  Also trying to get as much sun and salmon oil as I can 
to keep away the dread and gloom of being so socially isolated. Telling and 
listening to stories Greg and I have heard, of our ancestors who survived the 
Spanish flu epidemic that killed many. I did a lot of helping my nephews 
and niece with school work at home.  It caused me much anxiety to know 
that people actually make a small fraction into a bigger one. And also what 
the heck is a pronoun?  And taking steam baths as hot a Greg can get it.  
Not because I think it will cure corona virus if I had it, but because it makes 
me feel better and cleaner.  I’m not the most social of persons, but I sure 
miss the social interactions I did have, that I don’t currently have anymore.  
(Meaning I miss you)   Sincerely Renae. 

My aunty let me and Seth and 
Peter use her bingo daubers 
to paint flowers since she 
can’t use them to play bingo 
anymore.
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Walt, Jem, June, & Ella out walking Kiara and Old man coloring eggs 

Your Library Catalog is Now Available 
Online!

Hello, Library Patrons,

Igiugig Tribal Library’s catalog of books, DVDs, and other materials is now 
available on-line!  This means you can browse titles from home, place a 
request, and come by to pick up checked-out items.  (Returned items will be 
quarantined for a week before being available again.)  The new online 
catalog service is called Auto Librarian Cloud. 

The only requirement to use Auto Librarian Cloud is the latest version of 
Chrome, Safari or Edge browsers.  Chrome works best.  To access the Igiugig 
Tribal Library’s catalog, go to www.autolibcloud.com and select the first 
choice, Auto Librarian Cloud.  Log in with the Library Pin#: itvc84. Browse 
the catalog, and if you find something you want, call or send a text to 
907-533-6016. The item will be checked out to you and made available for 
pick-up outside the building.

In addition, with a User Pin #, patron can login and see their Checkouts and 
History.  Your User Pin# is your borrower number and first name 
(example: 31mike). 

If you have questions, requests, or other concerns, 
                         please call AJ @ 907-533-6016.

http://www.autolibcloud.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.autolibcloud.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Katia enjoying spring arriving Kaylee with a duck Avery with her home made banana 
bread 

Silly face! Alicia,  Ruth, Olivia, Sharolynn, Linda Peter, Seth, & Linda with their eggs 

Tanya and her companion Kricket camping Bea and Danni with Jeff on his 40th Birthday 
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Keil, Bea, and Danny roasting meat over the fire Kaleb fishing on the Kvichak 

Shea coloring easter eggs Teagan and Tony Greg with a pike caught at the 
lagoon

Jon with the eggs he colored Addi, Luke, Mav and Erika at sports access 
exploring 
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Fright Handling:  
Jon, Fewnia, & Taty have volunteered to be our 
designated Freight Haulers so that we don't have 
large groups of  residents gathering at the airport at 
once. They will be wearing gloves and delivering 
freight to your doorstep. Please take the 
precautionary efforts of  using gloves and washing 
hands after handling freight as well. This is a work in 
progress and realize it may not always run perfectly, 
but please be patient with us as we try and get a good 
routine down. The airlines have been contacted and 
are working with us on this as well. Quyana. 

The Store Hours! 
Shop on line! www.thestore99613.com

Located by the post office 

Monday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:30 pm 

Saturday: 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm Closed 
Sunday

  Stacie G @ 907-378-7416 

Clinic  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Igiugig after-hours emergency number is 907.533.6020.  

If there is no heath aide in the village, please call the Nilavena Clinic at 907.571.1818 or 907.571.7111 for 
after-hours emergencies.

Remember in IGIUGIG We: 

• Keep Our Dogs Tied Up or on a leash.

• Turn Off Lights when leaving a public building 

• Recycle: #1 (keep caps on  bottles), 
aluminum, glass, tin cans. We also separate 
batteries and e-waste. 

• Do Not Park in front of the hanger or the 
white trash trailer. 

• We compost! Bring it to the greenhouse, 
please no dairy or meat products. 

• Contribute to the newsletter! Send photos, 
news, important events to Ida @ 
igiugignewsletter@gmail.com 

• Love our village? Join Igiugig Village Info 
Zone on Facebook if you haven’t already. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:igiugignewsletter@gmail.com
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Visit us on the web and like us on Facebook 
www.igiugig.com & https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/

Igiugig Tribal Council Newsletter

Front Page Photo Credit: Sharolynn Zackar: kayaking on lake Iliamna 

Back Page Photo Credit: Karl Hill: Spring melt

First Class Mail

P.O. Box 4008 

Igiugig, Alaska 99613

AlexAnna Salmon - President  

Karl Hill - Vice-President/ 
Administrator  

Christina Salmon - Member 

 Sandy Alvarez - Director of Accounting 
& Finance  

Alicia Zackar - Social Services Director/
Member 

Igiugig Village

Ida Nelson - Tribal Clerk , Newsletter Editor, 
Member  

AJ Gooden - Librarian 

Stacy Hill - IGAP Director 

Halay Turning Heart - Grant Administrator 

Taty Zackar - Tribal Clerk 

IVC Board & Main Staff

http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/
http://www.igiugig.com
https://www.facebook.com/IgiugigVillage/
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